
Message from Our Director
Summer blessings to you. I pray that you are finding 
time for enjoyable summer activities with family and 
friends. Although many of our students are away 
from campus for the summer months, the University 
Catholic Center is still bustling with activity as we 
prepare for the upcoming school year and welcome a 
new staff member to our team. Marti Salas joins us as 
the UCC’s new Campus Minister. Marti graduated from 
UT, and has a Master of Arts in Theology and a Master 
of Pastoral Studies and Christian Spirituality.
 As we look to the future of our ministry, we are excited about several 
approaching opportunities for growth. In September, we will celebrate 50 years 
of Catholic campus ministry from our current building location across from the 
iconic Littlefield Fountain. A special Mass, followed by a celebratory reception 
and dinner will be part of the evening’s festivities. Even as we celebrate the past 
50 years of ministry, we continue to seek ways to increase our ability to provide 
more spiritual discernment opportunities for our growing number of students. 
Our goal is to be able to hire a second Campus Minister who will specifically 
focus on providing spiritual direction and implementing programs specific to 
vocation discernment. Toward that end we have applied for Lilly Endowment’s 
2015 Campus Ministry Theological Exploration of Vocation Initiative, which, if 
received, will help us to fund this additional Campus Minister’s salary. 
 We ask for your continued prayerful support for more religious vocations, 
for the spiritual nourishment of the UT Catholic community, and for the 
fruitfulness and success of our upcoming anniversary celebration, Lilly grant 
proposal, and other fundraising efforts. We also ask for prayerful consideration of 
your own financial support of our ministry. Together, we can continue to expand 
our campus ministry so that, one day, we can reach out to every single Catholic 
at the University of Texas!

May God bless you today and always,  
Fr. Ed Nowak, CSP
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107 students from UT joined with over 9500 students from 
across the nation at the Fellowship of Catholic University 
Student’s SEEK2015 conference in Nashville, TN this winter 
break. Sixty-two students participated in this year’s Austin 
CARITAS Mission to serve the local poor in Austin. Each day 
participants shared a spirit of prayer through service to refugee 
homes, food banks, and social outreach ministries through-
out Austin. The Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the 
Eucharist visited the UCC to host a talk entitled: “Heroic 
Witnesses in the Third Millennium—If tempted, Everyone 
can be a Hero” given by Sr. Joseph Andrew, O.P. Sister Maria 
Catherine, O.P. (BATD ’03) also shared her vocation story. 
Over 300 students attended the annual Carneval fundraiser 
hosted by Lambda Omega Alpha on Fat Tuesday. This year the 

The distinctive mark of the Christian, today more than ever, must be love for 
the poor, the weak, the suffering.  

-St. John Paul II 

Lambda’s raised $1000 for Sammy’s House, a local non-
profit organization that provides services for children who 
are medically fragile and/or developmentally delayed in a 
nurturing, inclusive environment. Dozens of students from 
the Catholic Longhorns for Life participated in Austin’s 
Rally for Life and the Boots on the Ground Pro-Life Student 
Conference held at UT. Students from the UCC participated 
in an outdoor ecumenical Stations of the Cross, processing 
through campus while taking turns leading the prayers and 
carrying the cross. Nine students participated in this year’s 
Spring Break Mission Trip to the Mission Diocese of San 
Angelo. The students worked with Habitat for Humanity of 
Abilene to replace privacy fencing, paint and install doors, 
and build cabinets at their project sites.



Vocations
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Few places in the Diocese of Austin are more important in my 
work as Vocation Director than our campus ministries. We are 
blessed to have four large universities in our Diocese, and cam-
pus ministries like the UCC serve a vital role in encouraging 
students to place God at the center of their lives as they mature 
into young adults and are formed as the future leaders of our 
society. The college years are crucial for vocational discern-
ment, and many of the vocations to priesthood and religious 
life in our Diocese come from our campus ministries. My own 
discernment, in fact, took place most seriously while I was at 
the UCC, and I entered seminary right after I graduated from 
UT. It is so important, then, for ministries like the UCC to de-
vote resources and staff to help students discern their vocation, 
so that they can serve God generously and become the men 
and women they were made to be. 
~Fr. Jonathan Raia, BA‘02 Fr. Jonathan (fourth from left) with fellow alumni on a trip to Rome.

Fostering a vocation culture
The journey to this decision came with much prayer, re-
flection, and most importantly: support from my community. 
The community I found here in Austin has been nothing 
less than monumental in my faith journey. I first became 
involved with FOCUS, which challenged me to take risks. 
These risks gave me friends from different universities all 
over the country, a Bible study of men who will always 
hold a special place in my heart, and a best friend. I was 
also involved with Lambda Omega Alpha and Longhorn 
Awakening. LOA provided me with brothers who are all 
striving to be men of Christ. As different as we all are, 
the love of God allowed us to grow together in faith and 
share the beauty of it. Longhorn Awakening solidified the 
community God knew that I needed. These organizations, 
including daily mass, confessions with Fr. Jamie and Fr. Ed, 
and the presence of the Eucharist in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel provided nothing other than grace and love and 
because of it all, and God’s grace, I am able to pursue this 
vocation. I have a special shout out for Fr. Jonathan Raia 
who guided me in spiritual direction and provided love, 
encouragement, and friendship. And to every single person 
at the UCC, whether my best friend or just a friendly face: 
thank you. Your presence, your love, your faith in some 
way impacted me and for that, I’m forever grateful. 
~Frank Garza

Frank Garza just completed his second year 
here at the University of Texas, and with much 
bitter sweetness, he is leaving UT and entering 
into Assumption Seminary in San Antonio, 
TX with the Archdiocese of San Antonio. This 
fall, Frank will join the Class of 2017 at the 
University of the Incarnate Word pursuing a 
BA in Pastoral Ministry with the intent to be 
ordained in 2022. 



Dr. Patricia Collier 
(BA 1988) received 
the Austin Commu-
nity College’s Teach-
ing Excellence Award. 
The award honors one 
full-time and one  
adjunct faculty 
member who promote 

special learning opportunities, student  
interaction, and innovation. Patty is a Paulist 
Associate and is a long-time, active member of 
the UCC’s resident community.

Alumni News & VocationsStay Connected
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Alumni News

Help our Catholic Campus Ministry Grow!
All checks should be made payable to “University Catholic Center.” Make your gift online at https://utcatholic.org/give.

$500   $250   $100   $50    Other: $______           I would like to join the Living Faith Society

Name: ______________________________________ Email: _____________________________________

Billing Address: ________________________________________________ Phone:  ___________________

City: ___________________________________________      State: _______      Zip: __________________     

Credit Card: ___________________________________________________   Exp: _______  CCV: _______

Prayer Requests:

Amanda Wettig Beyerly 
(BS 2014) and Andrew 
Beyerly (BS 2014)

Stay connected with your fellow Longhorn Catholics by updating your contact information  
and forwarding your news to alumni@utcatholic.org!

Stephanie Simien 
Cole (BA 2010) and 
Andrew Cole

The Lambdas had a great time and a good turnout at their  
25th Year Reunion in June. Be sure to keep an eye out for an  

annual family picnic next year!

Raul and Grace  
(JD 2005, MA 2005) 
Pulido baptized son 
Connor.

Brent Bennett (PhD 2015) 
has been recognized by Bishop 
Joe Vasquez as the UCC’s 
2015 Lumen Gentium Award 
Honoree. This award recognizes 
an individual who lives his 
or her baptismal call in an 
extraordinary way through 
stewardship and leadership, 
and who exemplifies the spirit 
of Christ as explained by the 
documents of the Second  
Vatican Council.
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Grow in Faith

Celebrating 50 years
We invite all alumni, benefactors, parishioners, and friends to attend 
our 50th Anniversary Celebration on Thursday, September 17th. Join 
us as we honor Alan Graham of Mobile Loaves and Fishes and Msgr. 
Louis Pavlicek with the Fr. Dave O’Brien Award for excellence in 
professional and personal service to the Austin community. Former 
KVUE and KEYE nightly news anchor Judy Maggio will emcee our 
evening’s program. A short celebration Mass will be held at 5:30 pm 
at the UCC, followed immediately by a Cocktail Hour in our atrium, 
and then dinner and a reception at 7 pm next door at the AT&T 
Executive Education and Conference Center. We will also raffle several 
great prizes, including a tailgate package that includes two tickets to 
a 2015 season home football game and access to “The Pig,” a bus 
that offers a fun and unique pre-game tailgating experience. The 
UCC hopes to raise $50,000 for 50 years to help fund the salary 
for an additional campus minster who will oversee vocational 
discernment programming and provide spiritual direction. Please 
visit www.utcatholic.org/50years for more information on table 
sponsorships and registration, or contact Elizabeth Bertrand at 512-
476-7351 for sponsorships and raffle ticket information.

Longhorn Catholic Ambassadors
This fall, the UCC will welcome a new student organization, the 
Longhorn Catholic Ambassador (LCA) program. LCA students will 
serve as the “face” of the UCC, as they go out into the community 
to meet with prospective high school students, alumni, and bene-
factors and share how the University Catholic Center has played 
a fundamental role in each one’s UT college experience and faith 
journey. Please pray for the success of this program in its first year, 
and for the fruitfulness and growth of these high school student 
and alumni relationships.

Longhorn Catholics at freshmen orientation.
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University Catholic Center 
Close to Campus, Close to Christ

Do you have a passion for encouraging vocations? We need your help!
This fall, the UCC hopes to hire an additional Campus Minister to focus exclusively on offering  
spiritual direction to students and more intentionally integrating vocation discernment into our programming.  
These Longhorn Catholic students are the future leaders of the Church, and their faith-formation and  
preparation for lay Christian ministry, religious and consecrated life, or the priesthood is crucial especially during college.
To learn more about this project, please contact Elizabeth Bertrand at elizabethb@utcatholic.org or at 512-476-7351.

You can support this endeavor by

SAVE THE DATE!
50th Anniversary Celebration
Thursday, September 17th
The evening will begin with Mass at 5:30pm  
followed by a cocktail hour and dinner 
to be served at 7pm

Alumni Tailgate - UT vs. Kansas
Saturday, November 7th
RSVP to alumni@utcatholic.org and look out  
for our Facebook event page

Financially 
Supporting
this project to foster a 
“vocation culture” at UT 
with a monthly recurring gift 
by joining our Living Faith 
Society

Praying
for the approval of our 
application to the Lilly 
Endowment’s Campus 
Ministries Theological 
Exploration of Vocation 
2015 Initiative

Spreading  
the Word
about our 50th Anniversary 
Celebration in September


